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Subject: DSC Petition: Please adopt the proposed rule protecting deep sea
corals and gponges

Dear Mr. Schmitten

| am writing to urge you to adopt the rule that is requested for protecting deep
sea corals as set out in 69 Fed. Reg. 32991 {June 14, 2004). Coral and sponge
habitats are too vulnerable and valuable -~ for ocean health and potentially for
human pharmacuticals — o aliow bottom trawling fishing vessels to destroy
them.

The proposed rule would provide the most reasonable protection from damage to
living sponges and corals while having the least harmful impact on the economic
wellbeing of existing fisheries and fishing communities.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Sincerely,



